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Tu E number of Infirmaries which have been 
erected in this kingdom, and the flouriſhing condi- 
tion in which they continue, after many years ex- 
erience, evidently ſhew the expediency and ex- 
cellence of a like proviſion, wherever it can be 
made, for the relief of thoſe unhappy perſons who 
ſand in need of ſuch aſſiſtance a, { © nong the la- 
borious, induſtrious poor, the moſt uſeful part of 
ſociety, the riches and ſtrength of every country, 
who are under the united diſtreſſes of ſickneſs and 
verty; and who, in their beſt circumſtances, 
1ave frequently too little to render their lives 
n 
As there is a period E to the long and expenſive 
war which the nation hath been engaged in, by a 
peace that ſeems to promiſe fair to be firm and laſt- 
1ng, one would now hope, that the evident ſuc- 
ceſs attending the Infirmaries, which have been 
rovided in other counties, ſhould encourage a 
like generous deſign, for the benefit of our own 
and its neighbourhood, 3 that nothing more can 
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be neceſſary to excite the hearts of the benevolent, 
to contribute all in their power to begin and perfeft 
this good work, than the layin * — them a ge- 
ncral view of the ends intended, and the bene- 
lits which may be expected from ſuch an houſe of 
charity. 

Tux poor, in all ordinary and common eaſes, 
are provided for by Acts of Parliament, and officers 
appointed in _— porn to take care of them. 
But no method hath been yet found out by the Le- 
giſlature, to extend the public relief to numerous 
<ccaſional objects of charity, who are diſabled from 
making any proviſion fer themfelves and families, 
by long and painful diſtempers, or ſudden and 
grievous accidents; and who, as they are not, and 
cannot be ſupplied by the Pariſh Officers, with ſuch 
aſſi ſtances as are abſolutely neceſſary to theiy cure, 
muſt oſten inevitably periſh without ſome farther 
relief, They have the misfortune to be too ne- 
ceſſitous to ſupply themſelves, and yet not indigent 
enough to be taken on the pariſh; and are there- 
fore too generally leſt tolanguiſh in affliction, with- 
out any benevolent hand to afford them the ne- 
ceſſaries they want; or to ſuffer through the 
wretched quackery of ignorant people ; who, by 
pretending to cure, often deſtroy them, or by 
raſh and unſkilful applications increaſe their diſor- 
ders, and leave them more miſerable than they 
found them, 

Tux only effeftual method hitherto found out, 
for ſupplying ſuch 1 perſons with every thing 
proper for their ſpeedy recovery from diſorders, 
and under the diſtreſſing accidents which befal 
them, hath been the opening Public Infirmaries, 
to be maintained by voluntary ſubſcriptions and 
benefactions; into which all thoſe poor and un- 
happy perſons, who are deemed objects of ſuch 
charity, may be reccived, ſufficiently provided for, 
and taken under the care of a Phyiician and Sur- 
geon, that they may be treated in the beſt manner, 
and as their ſeveral caſes ſhall require, 
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To prevent any miſapplication of ſubſcriptions 
and benefactions, rules are made for every Infir- 
mary now ſubſiſting, and reports of the ſtate of 
their affairs are publiſhed every year ; from which 
may be collected all the neceſſary regulations, 
under which ſuch an Infirmary may be eſtabliſhed 
in this county, on a good and laſting foundation, 
without danger of any great miſtake; ſince all 
thoſe rules and orders have been found, by long 
experience, to be abundantly ſufhcient to promote 
the ends, and ſecure the continuance, of theſe ex- 
tenſively uſeful charities, 

THe proviſion of an edifice, whether by build- 
ing a new one, or repairing an old one, for the 
reception of the poor 22 is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to execute this benevolent ſcheme, for re- 
lieving thoſe who are peculiarly the objects of it; 
ſince Phyſicians and Surgeons cannot give their at- 
tendance, nor can the proper medicines be diſ- 
penſed with any conveniency, if the patients be 
wide ſrom one another, and there be not a fixed 

face, where every thing may be tranſafted in re- 
——ů to them. And though the providing ſuch 
place muſt be attended with an extraordinary ex- 

ence; yet it ſhould be conſidered, that it comes 
Gt once; and, as it will render the execution of 
the charity much leſs expenſive in many Inſtances, 
this expence may juſtly be ſaid to be annually de- 
creaſing; and, after ſome years, to be quite annihi- 
lated :—A conſideration which ſhould excite all 
the promoters of this excellent deſign to a more 
liberal ſubſcription at the firſt, than it may ever 
afterwards be neceſſary for them to make. 

Tis a conſiderable advantage alſo to the patients 
themſelves, to be placed in clean and wholeſome 
apartments, and kept to a regular and proper diet, 
which in many caſes is as much, or more neceſſary 
to them than phyſic itſelf, It is a farther advantage, 
that ſuch edifice will be a repoſitory for the medi- 
eines that are to be made uſe of; which may be 
procured at the eaſieſt rates, and which, when ad- 


miniſtered by the preſcription of an able Phyſician, 
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will be of ſo inconſiderable expence, as that muck 
greater ſums would not be of that extenſive ſervice 
to the patients, applied in any other way. The 
Infirmary alſo will be a proper place where the 
contributors are to meet, and tranſact the buſineſs 
appertaining to the charity: and as a confiderable 
number of them will always be upon the ſpot, and 
Have their weekly meetings, they will be able ef- 
fectually to prevent any miſapplications, or to rec- 
tiſy any accidental diſorders. 

Ir is farther worthy of obſervation, that ſome 
of our poor who have been diſtreſſed by ſickneſs or 
accident, and could not get relief any other way, 
have been removed from this county to diſtant In- 
Armaries : but the expences of ſending them thither, 
and of bringing them home again, are ſaid to be 
much greater than would maintain ſuch perſons, 
and provide aſſiſtance and medicines for their re- 
covery, could they be taken care of at an In- 
Armary in the county to which they belong. 

THERE is a religious uſe to be made of this cha- 
rity, which will undoubtedly have its weight with 
every good Chriftian, The Clergy have in other 
Places, and doubtleſs would in this, attend by ro- 
tation, and officiate daily to the edification and 
comfort of the patients. There are many uſeful 
books which may be put into their hands, both in 
time of illneſs, and on their recovery; by the pe- 
ruſal of which, it may reaſonably be hoped, many 
would go out of the Infirmary, greatly improved 
in their morals as well as in their health. 

As therefore no inconvenience can ariſe out of 
the nature of the charity I have been recommend- 
ing, or attend the execution of it, but what may 
be obviated by the rules and orders drawn up for 
the government of the ſeveral Hoſpitals already 
erected in this kingdom, and by the prudent ma- 
nagement of the contributors :—As there are ſo 
many real and ſubſtantial benefits, which muſt 
ariſe from the careful and prudent direction of it: 
—As the perſons to be provided for, by it, are the 
wretched and helplcſs, made ſo by diſtemper or 
accident, 
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accident, who can have a ſeaſonable remedy by no 
other proviſion :—Since the example of all the 
Engliſh counties around us recommend ſuch an 
eſtabliſhment for their benefit :—Since humanity, 
compaſſion, and Chriſtian charity, powerfully 
plead in their favour, it is therefore moſt humbl 
and earneſtly recommended to the Great and Good, 
to the Able and Benevolent, candidly and ſeri- 
ouſly to conſider the nature and advantages of this 
propoſal, and give their advice and aſſiſtance to- 
wards the effecting ſo laudable and uſeful a deſign. 
And as the Nobility, Gentry, and Clergy of this 
county are noways inferior to thoſe of others, for 
their integrity, humanity of naturc, Chriſtian ſpi- 
Tit, and abilities to do good; with their encourage- 
ment this excellent charity cannot fail of ſucceed- 
ing, nor ſuch an Infirmary of being eſtabliſhed, as 
ſhall do laſting honour to the founders of it, and be 
of perpetual ſervice to the poor and miſerable. 
The Gentlemen of our city, who profeſs phyſic 
and ſurgery, bear ſo worthy a character, that there 
can be no reaſon to doubt of their readineſs to at- 
tend, without fec, or other reward than the plea- 
ſure of doing good, to ſuch unhappy perſons wha 
may ſtand in need of their aſſiſtance; and our 
noble and generous Prelate hath givena convincing 
proof of his public ſpirit, by being ſo greatly in- 
itrumental in raiſing a ſpacious edifice for public 
utility, It would therefore be injuſtice to his 
amiable character, to doubt of his good wiſhes ſor 
the ſucceſs of this propoſal, or of his uſing every 
method, which can be reaſonably expected from 
him, of contributing to the ſucceſs of it. And 
ſhould his Lordſhip think proper to patronize the 
delign, by perlonally 8 to thoſe who are 
able to carry it into execution (a thing very little 
indeed to be expected from him, after ſuch fatigue 
of this kind as he has alrcady encountered), the 
good effc of it could not but be anſwerable to the 
warmeſt wiſhes of the benevolent. For we are 
very ſenſible, that, on a late charitable occaſion, 
icveral hundred pounds were raiſed by his Lord- 
ſhip's 
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ſhip's example and influence, more than in alt 
probability would ever have been advanced, with- 
out that engaging excitement. 

Tur perſon who has the pleaſure of making this 
application ſhould think himſelf extremely happy, 
could he contribute in any meaſure to the ſucceſs 
of it. A tenderneſs of conſtitution, together with 
his private ſtation in life, have rendered him ever 
unit ſor applving perſonally on any fuch occaſions. 
-—But his love to his country, and his compaſſion 
for the unhappy, prompt him thus to addreſs the 
Public; humbly hoping, that Providence will 
ravour his good intentions, and that the importance 
Ind utility of the deſign will ſecure the genera! 
zucntion and encouragement, 


T. T. 
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TO rn 


INHABITANTS OF HERE- 
FORDSHIRE, 


TO EXCITE THEM TO BE LIBERAL BE. 
NEFACTORS TO THEIR INTENDED 
INFIRMARY, 


{ Publiſhed at the Micuatixas Ses5ioNs, 1764.1] 


I: is now ſome conſiderable time, ſince the erect- 
ing an Infirmary for this County, by the charita- 
ble ſubcriptions and contributions of the Nobility, 
Gentry and Clergy belonging to it, hath been pub- 
lickly recommended and urged, as a thing of great 
utility in it's nature, and in ſome meaſure of abſo- 
lute neceflity for the relief and ſafety of many 
of our poor. Hard ſurely is their Lot at beſt, who, 
by their very condition in life, are entirely depriv- 
ed of almoſt every advantage which others in 3 
rior ſtations are poſſeſſed of and forced by hard la- 
bour to earn, for themſelves and families, a ſcanty 
maintenance, every week of their lives. Even 
un this account they deferve ſome degree of com- 
paſkon from the great and wealthy ; _ can ſcarce 
manifeſt their gratitude to providence, in a more 
natural way, for the bleſſings they are diſtinguiſh- 
ed with themſelves, than by ſometimes making 
*heir more indigent neighbours ſhare with them, 

in 
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in the effects of that plenty, which God hath given 
them. 

Tus poor, 'tis true, whilſt they have health 
and vigour, go thro” their labours, and ſuſtain the 
inconveniences of their condition, with great 
chearfulneſs and ſpirit. But as they are liable to 
innumerable actidents, and to all the various kinds 
of diſeaſes that infeſt and harraſs the bodies of men, 
which often render them incapable of working 
with their hands for their daily bread; how ex- 
treamly unhappy mult they be, if in ſuch circum- 
ſtances of affliction, they are unable to provide 
for their own relief, and have no aſliſtance to 
expect from the benevolence and care of the 
publick ! This is treating them like the very Out- 
caſts of mankind, and unnaturally making that 
poverty, which ſhould powerfully plead for them, 
the reaſon of abandoning them to utter miſery and 
ruin. 

Tux poor of any nation are a very valuable part 
of it, and abſolutely neceſſary to make riches them- 
ſelves of any real uſe to the poſſeſſors of them. 
Without their labour our lands will lie uncultivat- 
ed, and all our fruitful fields become as barren and 
deſolate as the ſandy deſart. Our flocks and herds 
will diminiſh, without their care, and the various 
fources of our =_ ſoon fail, and leave us deſti- 
tute and wretched. The temples of our God, the 
palaces of our nobles, the ſtately dwellings of the 
rich, all our public edifices, which proclaim the 
wealth and grandeur of the kingdom, will ſink 
under their own ruins, and can never be reſtorcd, 
unleſs the hands of the induſtrious poor be em- 
ployed in theſe important and — ſervices. 

Tis to them we muſt be indebted for the pomp, 
the grandeur, the elegancies, and great conveni- 
ences of life. They are the ſupply of our armies, 
the reſources of our fleets, the ſecurity of our com- 
merce, and eſſential to the preſervation and ſucceſs 
of all our various manufactures and trades. They 
are, in a word, the ſtrength and ſafety of king- 


doms, and deſerve, in a private and publick view, 
all 
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all the friendly attention that can be ſhewn them, 
to prevent their diſtreſſes, or provide them with 
all the helps which are neceſlary to relieve and 
recover them. 

Paivatet Charities are extreamly uſeful as far as 
they go, and ſhew the benevolence of their hearts 
who love to diſtribute them. But the influence of 
them is very contracted and narrow, and cannot 
reach to innumerable inſtances of affliction and 
miſery, nor be equal to the wiſhes and deſires of 
the compaſſionate and generous: Whereas Num- 
bers of them, thrown into a common fund, and 
under the management of wiſe and faithful Truſtees, 
become extenſively beneficial; and every ſingle 
contributor, whether he gives more or leſs, hath 
the pleaſure of ſharing in the aſſiſtance and relief 
of all thoſe unhappy perſons, who are objects of 
the general charity, tho' he hath never ſeen or 
known them, and to whom in his _ capacity 
he could never have become a friend and bene- 
faQor, | 

Tuær noble ſpirit of generoſity and goodneſs, 
which hath diſcovered itſelf in the Metropolis, and 
many of the counties of this kingdom, by erectin 
and endowing publick edifices, ſacred to charity, — 
appropriated to the relief of our unhappy poor, is 
the glory of the preſent age, and will be the admira- 
tion of the future. And how fully hath experience 
juſtified the great utility and unſpeakable advan- 
tages ariſing from them ! Perſons of different per- 
ſuaſions here cordially unite in the ſame good work 
of charity and love. Religion itſelf receives great 
aſſiſtance from it, in the annual ſermons preached 
on theſe occaſions, by ſuch perſons as are of the 
higheſt orders of our clergy, and whe are moſt 
diſtinguiſhed for their piety and learning. Friend- 
ſhip and good will, union and harmony, amongſt 
all the various degrees and parties of men, are 
cultivated and improved, not only by their all 
conſpiring 10 carry on the ſame benevolent 
deſign, but by being indifferently admitted to 
Mare in the direction of it, and uniting in thoſe 

chear- 
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ehearful entertainments, which uſually follow the 
blick exhortations at Church, to an' imitation 


of Almighty God, by the exerciſe of mercy and 
| aq The number of ſuch as are rcheved - 


y theſe publick inſtitutions is almoſt incredible. 
The doors of theſe Infirmaries are open to all 
without exception. There is no kind of miſery 
—_— of relief, which is excluded from them. 

as there one or more of theſe Aſylums in every 
one of our counties, our pariſhes wou'd be greatly 
eaſed of their burthens, the affliftions of every 
poor family wou'd be greatly alleviated, and almoſt 
each individual in them, in diſtreſs thro? diſtem- 
per or accident, wou'd have this comfort under it, 
that he wou'd not be left to periſh without pity or 
aſſiſtance, In theſe the beſt medicines will be pre- 
pare and diſpenfed gratis to the poor. Careful 

urſes will be provided, to attend them. Able 
Phyſicians and Surgeons will watch over and gene- 
rouſly ſerve them, without fee, or any other re- 
ward, than the pleaſure of doing good, and becom- 
ing, by Experience, more capable of promoting 
the general welfare in their reſpeQive profeſſions 
and ſtations. 

THe great ſuceeſs which hath attended a proviſion 
of this nature in a neighbouring county ſhou'd, 


methinks, exeite the Inhabitants of ours, to enter 


into the moſt effectual methods of promoting and 
executing the fame godlike ſcheme of mercy. We 
have many unhappy perſons amongſt us, who need 
and often deferve our care. We have as much 
compaſſion and goodneſs of heart, to influence us, 
as any of our Neighbours. The Eſtates of our 
Nobility and Gentry enable them to become liberal 
benefattors to it. The worthy Prelate who reſides 
amongſt us hath all that natural Generoſity which 
Nobility inſpires, and hath given us convincing 
2 of his publick Spirit. Encouraged by his 

xample, our clergy will chearfully follow ſo ami- 
able a pattern, and with pleaſure excite their 
reſpective flocks, to lend their aſſiſtance to a ſer- 


vice ſo acceptable to Almighty God, ſo truly 
| ex» 
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excellent and important in it's nature, and ſo exten- 
{-vely uſcful in it's effects. And though there may 
have been ſome late conſiderable diſcouragement 
on the cyder trade of this county, yet the not check- 
ing the ſpirit of charity under ſuch a diſadvantage, 
will make that charity the more meritorious, and 
and be a juſt foundation to ſupport the hope, that 
Providence may, ſooner or later, dire& to ſome 
proper methods for removing the difficulty com- 
plained of, 

IT is therefore humbly hoped, that an undertak- 
ing of ſuch real and great Importance, which lon 
e::periencc hath demonftrated the advantages of 
which the example of many other counties ſtrongly 
recommends, which the wants and miſeries of the 

r render even neceſſary, which the goodneſs of 
the thing itſelf ſhews the propriety and fitneſs of, 
which the dictates of humanity, and the generous 
ſpirit inſpired by the Religion of our bleſſed Saviour 
10 powerfelty prompt to, which affords ſo grateful 
a pleaſure to the hearts of thoſe who begin, and 
| pms 4: to promote it, which enſures a reward 

rom the moſt benevolent of all beings, and will 
draw down a thouſand prayers and bleſſings upon 
the perſons and families of the worthy contributors 
to it, from thoſe who reap the benefit of their cha- 
rity: In a word, it is humbly hoped, and earneſtly 
requeſted, that a work which muſt be productive 
of ſo much good to Individuals, which will be fo 
honourable to this county, and conducive to the 
publick welfare, will be ſeriouſly conſidered ; and 
that perſons of all ranks and conditions in life, of 
all intereſts and perſuations, will give their advice 
and aſhſtance, to carry into execution and perfett 
o excellent and uſeful a deſign, Our Wealth and 
Plenty cannot be employed in a ſervice which will 
tend more to the honour of Almighty God, or is 
better calculated to promote the real intereſts of 
mankind, 

T. T. 
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TO THE 


NosiLity, GEenTRY, AND CLERGY 


OF THE 


COUNTY OF HEREFORD. 


[Publiſhed at the Micuaz Ius SESSIONS, 1774.0 


My Loxps and GexnTLEMEN, 


Sour years have now elapſed, ſince I did my- 
ſelf the honour of addreſſing you on the ſubjett of 
2 County Inrixmary ; in conſequence of which 
ſubſcriptions were ſolicited to carry the deſign into 
execution: but the propoſal, from perhaps the un- 
favourable circumſtances of the time in which it 
was made, did not then ſucceed. It will however 
be recorded in the grateful memory of the poor of 


this county, that certain Gentlemen teſtified their 


approbation of this benevolent fcheme, proponng 
ample contributions; and that the Lord Biſhop of 
the dioceſe not only recommended it by a circular 
Jetter to his Clergy, but ſo zealouſly intereſted him- 
ſelf in it as to open books in his own houſe, for 
the accommodation of thoſe, who ſhould be in- 
clined to enter their names as contributors. 

Tuis was then thought a good omen; and as 
his Lordſhip and thoſe gentlemen are, 'tis hoped, 


aii 
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is 
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ſtill living, there is no reaſon to doubt their con- 
currence in continuing to encourage a propoſal, 
the ill ſucceſs of which hitherto is imputed more 
to accidental cauſes than to any want of humanity 
or beneficence in the more wealthy inhabitants of 
Herefordſhire :—a propoſal which deliberation has 
adopted, and experience approved in almoſt my 
other county; and which all the maxims of wil- 
dom, and all the duties of charity conſpire to re- 
commend. 

To enumerate the various claims which intitle 
the Induſtrious Poor to our ſympathy and compal- 
fion—to recount the advantages — from their 
labour, or the hardſhips to which the moſt zealous 
and aftive benevolence muſt for ever leave them 
expoſed—to repreſent the reaſonableneſs of expeR- 
ing, that they who contribute to render riches the 
means of ils and pleaſure to thoſe who poſſeſs 
them, ſhould ſrom the ſame ſource derive ſome mi- 
tigation of their own miieries ; or to declare with 
what ſolemnity Religion enforces the duty of alle- 
viating the ſorrows of the afflicted, would be only 
repeating what has been often urged, and aſſerting 
what is generally acknowledged. 

THe caſe of the Poor is at all times ſufficiently 
mortifying. In recompence for the fatigues of toil, 
and the badges of ſervitude, they enjoy not any ex- 
emption from the other cvils of life. They are 
ſubject, in common with their ſuperiors, to the 
diſeaſes and maladies of human nature, and are be- 
ſides expoſed to many caſual injuries incident to 
their humble and dependant condition. Meanly 
lodged, barely cloathed and coarſely fed, they muſt. 
endure the inclemencies of the varying ſcaſons : 
they muſt work in the ſun and travel in the ſtorm, 
be violently heated and ſuddenly chilled. Many 
of theit trades are unwholeſome; and many kinds 
of labour dangerous. Theſe gradually impair their 
conſtitution, and expoſe them to various maladies 
and diſaſters: and having conſumed their little ſav- 
ings on ignorant pretenders to the gar, art, they 
are conſigned over to a pariſli- workhouſe; in 
; | which, 
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which, it is to be feared, ſufficient care is ſeldom 
taken to reſtore the health, or ſecure the cleanlineſs 
and quiet of the wretched inhabitants. 

Lzr me here intreat the rich and proſperous to 
reflect a moment on this deſolate and deplorable 
condition of ſo many of their Fetlow-creatures and 
Fellow - Chriſtians. Sickneſs, Sirs, is of itſelf a 
burthen heavy enough, though you languiſh upon 
beds of down, and have all the relief you can de- 
rive from the {kill of phyſicians, the attendance of 
ſervants and friends, with every other additional 
accommodation which the moſt plentiful fortune 
can procure, What then muſt it be to bear all this, 
and perhaps more than this, in the want of all 
things! What muſt it be for a perſon, who perhaps 
found it hard enough to live, when he was in all 
the vigour of nature, to ſee himſelf, while under 
zanguor, pain and ſickneſs, deſtitute of medicines, 
cdleſtitute of attendance, deſtitute of convenient food 
and lodging! Who, that hath the feelings of a man, 
muſt not pity, and wiſa to relieve ſuch an object! 
And, in what way can he be ſo effectually relieved 
in that here propoſed ? An infirmary is imme- 
Giate relief, It takes off a load of anxiety from the 
oppreſſed ſpirit of the patient, alleviates the ſor- 
rows of his diſtreſſed family, and is ſaid to afford 
an entire cure to Nine hundred out of a Thouſand; 
one half of whom might otherwiſe have periſhed 
for want of timely and proper aſſiſtance, 

As an honourable and reverend Author obſerves, 
© Pain blended with poverty, fractured limbs, ulce- 
rated wounds, complicated complaints, and ſeveral 
i.ngering diforders to which the lower and labo- 
3i61s pat of the human {pecies are, by their ſitua- 
ian. more particularly ſubjeR, have often ſolicited 
lief: but, ſolicited in vain till theſe inſtitutions 
were formed.—And all tne cures, which Sagac:ity 
3:nproved by Learning and Experience can effect, 
urc wrought in them, And, if a C:vic Crown was 
tne reward given by a much celebrated and poli- 
{ical people to a perſon reſcuing a ſingle citizen from 
empending danger, what is not Cue to the Res 
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and fupporters of theſe houſes of mercy, and to the 
phyſicians and ſurgeons who voluntarily attend 
them, and, by a virtuous application of their natural 
and acquired powers, reſcue their alflicted brethren 
from miſery, or the grave!” 

I Au aware that ſome beneficent eſtabliſhments 
have been objeRed. to, as unpropitious to the in- 
duſtry and frugality of the common people; and 
ſpeculatiſts, who never taſted the bitter cup of ad- 
verſity, have been laviſh of their cenſures on the 
day-labourer and manufacturer, as improvident and 
waſteful : and they have ſor many years been cir- 
culating reports on this head, which, however de- 
ligned, can have no other tendency than to extin- 
guiſh compaſſion, and to encrvate the kind hand 
of Charity. 

Wirn what plauſibility ſuch accuſations might 
have been urged half a century ago, 1s not for me 
to determine. But, if there ever was a time, when 
the labouring huſbandman and mechanic had it in 
their power to lay up part of their wages, that 
time 1s no more, The price of every thing, by 
which liſe is ſupported, hath riſen by an increale 
ſo great and fo rapid, as not to leave to the poor 
any ſcope for the operation of trugality. The la- 
bourer cannot now, with his utmolt induſtry, earn 
daily bread for his family. Let the humane and 
benevolent then judge, what proviſion he is ablo 
to make for the misfortunes of to-morrow. 

THr1s great and rapid advance of our markets is 
too notorious to want any formal proof : but it may 
pomp ſtartle ſome young houlſe-keepers to be in- 

ormed, that the average-price of the neceſlaries of. 
life is almoſt doubled within the laſt ſixteen or 
twenty years, | 

To balance the increaſed expence neceſſary ſor 
the ſupport of the poor labourer and his family, 
what advance has been made in his wages? Ihe 
huſbandman who formerly worked for Ienbence a 
day, has now, on ſome farms, a Shilling. So that 
while his expence is increaſed near one ha-, his 
wages are advanced only a th part. 
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Tu equity of this treatment may admit of ſome 
doubt.—But I ſuppoſe the hardſhip is conſidered 
as temporary, to which the next year of plenty will 
put an end; and which ought therefore to be borne 
— patience, as part of the caſual calamities of 

ife. 

No one would rejoice more than the Author of 
this Addreſs, to find ſuch a ſuppoſition well ground- 
cd, But it is to be feared, that Scarcity is the leaſt 
cauſe of the evil complained of. There are other 
cauſes, in the opinion of perſons ſkilled in theſe 
matters, far more formidable and permanent —— 
cauſes which they ſuppoſe will continue to operate 
as long as the exiſtence of the National Debt, and 
of that Opulence, with which Wars and Commerce 
have already ſupplied, and may ſtill more exuber- 
antly ſupply great numbers of our individuals, to 
the increaſe of luxury, the bane of the greateſt and 
moſt flouriſhing empires. Be this as it may, there 
is no proſpe at preſent of ſeeing the price of pro- 
viſions reduced to the ſtandard of former years. 
And ſince the hardſhips of the poor are univerſally 
admitted, it is ſurely our duty to give them every 
relief which Providence puts into our power, and 
not to ſuffer diſaſter and malady to overwhelm thoſe 
of our fellow-creatures, whom even health and 
Vigour can but barely ſuſtain, 

I nave already in this addreſs ſuggeſted my opi- 
nion of parochial workhouſes. I mean not to Lake 
the managers of thoſe legal inſtitutions. The ra- 
dical cure for their defects or irregularities is only 
to be expected from the wiſdom which formed 
them. *Tis certain, however, that in their beſt 
ſtate, they cannot ſupercede the utility or neceſſity 
of a Public Infirmary ; ſince it is beyond the power 
of any country pariſh, to provide ſuitable and ſuf- 
ficient accommodation for its ſick and maimed 

r: or if this were attainable, proper advice 
would {till be wanting. A ſkilful ſurgeon or phy- 
ſician is not to be found in every pariſh; and when 
their reſidence is diſtant, it is not to be expe&ed 
they ſhould give duc attendan« to a poor patient. 

Upon 
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Upon this gong the moſt virulent declaimers_ 


avainit modern charities very frankly allow, that 
doipitals for the ſick and lame are neceſſary. 

Ir is, morcover, expedient to have a variety of 
diſorders colletted together, for the inſtruction of 
young ſtudents; who, by attending ee of 
learned and experienced phyſicians and ſurgeons, 
in ſich hoſpitals, gain more knowledge in a few 
months than by private buſineſs can be obtained in 
ſeveral years; whereby many uſeful and important 
nes are prelerved to the community. Thele foun- 
dations therefore are necellary in a political view. 
Imre is not in ſhort any kind of charity hi- 
therto deviſed by the benevolent Public, which 
docs in the leaſt ſupercede the neceſſity of that here 
xecommended: nor do the ovbjeftions urged again 
other charitable foundations militate againſt this, 
An Infirmary is not a nurſery of idleneſs, nor a 
harbour for pride; it gives no ſhelter to the lazy, 
not encouragement to the vicious. Its benefattions 
muit be wanted before they are obtained, nor can 
they be enjoyed any longer than they are wanted. 
Diteaſes cannot often be feigned; and the medical 
regimen ot an Infirmary will ſcarce tempt any per- 
for to leign them, Wounds and fractures are al- 
ways villble; nor is the cure, when a cure is 
wrougiit, leis apparent than the diſeaſe. No pa- 
tients therefore will be admitted into ſuch houſes 
of mercy without {aſicient cauſe; and none, when 
the caule is removed, will be ſuſlered to remain. 
He who entered diſ-aled and ſpiritleſs is ſent away 
vigorous and cheerful: the father is reſtored to his 
family, and the lahcurer to the publick. 

ur only qucition then is, How ſhall an In- 
firmary—the utility, expediency and neceſſity of 
which are bavend all doubt—tiow ſhall ſuch an 
alylum for the difcaled poor be eſtabliſhed among 
us? I aniwer, By the — means that the like 
eltabliſhments have taken place throughout the 
nation. Let our Reprefentatives in parliament {who 
ate wiſhed to be active in promoting ſuch an in— 
Ritution), or any mier gentlemen of tank and pro- 


pe:ty, 


WG 

perty, take the lead in a gencrous ſubſcription ; 
and I doubt not but it will be followed by the 
whole county, Many fervent prayers will daily 
be offered up to heaven for the ſuccels of this bene- 
volent deſign; and many generous ſouls among 
both clergy and laity are waiting the opportunity 
of contributing to its ſucceſs, II it fails, it muſt 
be ſor want of a Patron among the Noble and Opu- 
lent. That this ſhould be the obſtacle, God forbid ! 
I have too good an opinion, of the Notylity and 
Gentry of this county, to ſuppoſe, that they are leſs 
humane, leſs — L or leſs diſpoſed to alleviate 
the ſufferings of their fellow-creatures and fellow- 
chriſtians than gentlemen of the fame rank and 
ſortune in other parts of the kingdom. 

Ir it be yet urged—and it is the only plauſible 
objection which can be urged, —That Herefordſhire 
being leſs extenſive, leſs populous, and leſs affluent 
than ſome of the neighbouring counties, it cannot 
ſo well bear the expence of the propoſed inſtitu- 
tion; the anſwer is obvious. Erett or hire a build- 
ing proportionable to your number and circum- 
ſtances; and make a fair trial of the event. To 
be diſcouraged from undertaking any work of faith 
or labour of love by imaginary difficulties is un- 
worthy a rational, an immortal being. Ihe duty we 
owe to God and our ſpecies is, to improve the pre- 
ſent moment, and to do all the good in our power, 
Every worthy man therefore muſt feel his heart 
glow with ardent wiſhes for the ſucceſs of this cha- 
ritable propoſal : and every gentleman, who owes 
obligations to this county, will be inexcuſable, if 
he does not exert himſelf with zeal and aftivity to 
promote it, 


My Loxps Ax DP GenTLEMEN, 


I rumBLY take my leave with earneſt prayer, 
that the GREAT PATRON of the Pcor and Afflicted 


may open your hearts to conſider their — 
an 


1 


and that he may reward every perſon who ſhall 
contribute to their relief, with health, proſperity 
and peace in this life, and with honour, glory, and 


immortality in that, where the inhabitant ſhall not ſay, 
1 am fc. ISsAI. xxXlii, ver. 24. 


Ls: I. 
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